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was catnip, still to be found growing around some of the old house
laces.

¥ Time slipped along until almost a decade had gone by, the older

members died, and much of the story they could have told about this

idyllic chapter in the history of the Negro colony was forgotten for

want of some one to pass it on.

It is said that when the first King, the man who had led them
from far away to this peaceful place grew old, and began to drop the
reins of government, another leader was raised up, and the wail which
echoed through the mountains —

“The King is Dead”
was soon drowned out in the surging shout,
“Long Live the King.”

The colony living in the Kingdom of the Happy Land, early
after 1872, entered a new era, with new faces, new names, new leaders,
and with this more of the history of this picturesque settlement on
Green River can be learned.

Two old people, whose family came and lived there until, as they
say, "The Kingdom broke up”, relate hazy memories of life in the
settlement of community interests, on what was one time a part of the
Col. John Davis home place, Oakland.

These, added to scattering items found in county records, piece
out a more definite picture, with much still lacking, of the novel and
colorful communal living at the collectivist farm situated on the State
Hne, in North and South Carolina.

Beyond his name, nothing can be established about Rev. Ezel,
an itinerant Negro preacher or missionary who must have traveled
far and wide throughout South Carolina, perhaps extending his field
into Georgia and further on to the South. This modern Moses, though
he stayed at no place for more than limited periods, seems to have had
many and faithful followers in the vicinity of Newberry, Union,
Cross Anchor, and Enoree, as well as other nearby settlements in the
State. Ezel Couch, now past eighty-five years old, says he has always
been told that when he was born in 1872, he was named for this
travelling evangelist, his parents being two of Rev. Ezel's faithful
followers.

Ezel was the child of former slaves, the father owned in the
latter period of his bondage by a family named Hill, though after he
was freed, he resumed the name of an earlier owner, and called himself
Couch. He had married the maidservant of a nearby family, one
Margaret Elizabeth Rampley.
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When the Couch children had reached the proper age, they and
others from the Happy Land attended a school some distance from
their home, at a place called Possum Hollow, taught by a Negro
preacher, Rev. Walter Allen.

This teacher, whose home was on the Allen branch, at Ebenezer,
near Hendersonville, had been born in slavery, and 'was owned by a
man named Maxwell. He was sold to John Allen, and his family
name changed, only two weeks before the Emancipation Proclamation
was issued. This ex-slave in later life preached and taught at many
places in Henderson County, where evidences of his work are to be
found today.

It has been said that the first encerprise established by any pio-
neering group coming to a new frontier was a grist mill, for the
grinding of meal and grits. Col. John Davis, frorn records of his
time, had followed this course even when he was living on other of
his lands at Flat Rock. When he sold his home place there to Judge
Mitchell King in 1830, there is evidence that he had a mill in opera-
tion on the land. No one today remembers the site where he set up a
new mill at Oakland, but Ezel Couch tells of the many trips he and
his brother Anderson, as well as others from the Kingdom, made across
the hills to carry their grain there to be ground.

Farms tilled by people of the Happy Land produtied an abundance
and to spare. Each year, in the later period, loaded wagons were sent
back to South Carolina, where dried fruit, meat, lard and other produce
was sold, and a few necessary commodities brought on the return
trips. Any surplus money realized from sales by thiz wagoners, after
their scant purchases were made, was paid over to the King and de-
posited in the common treasury.

Ezel and Mary Couch have a positive recollection that their
father, George Couch, said when he came from Union to the Happy
Land, he had paid money to the then managers or governors, with
the understanding that he was to have a deed for land in the Kingdom.
However, a search of the records does not indicate that he or any
other of the members ever had title for anything there, though Elmira
Montgomery did convey to Louella Montgomery far a consideration
of $25 ‘her interest in the land Robert Montgomery had bought from
John H. Goodwin.’

A few years after the group led by Robert Montgomery came, a
new development in Western North Carolina materialized, which in
time was to greatly affect the Kingdom of the Happy Land.
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Completion of the railroad from Spartanburg to Hendersonville,
and a few years later on to Asheville was a project which had been
hoped for since before 1836. It was while C. G. Memminger, a sum-
mer resident of Flat Rock, who had been the first Secretary of the
Treasury of the Confederacy, was its president, that the railroad line,
passing near the Kingdom, was finally completed and put into opera-
tion in 1878. The president of what later became the Southern Rail-
road wrote that this line was the first which ever crossed the Appa-
lachian range from the South, a feat accomplished only by emplcy-
ment of extraordinary methods. When funds were low, the road had
to be rerouted and the line shortened; the great problem of labor to
build it was met, in part, by State convicts being brought from Raleigh
and stationed in what was commonly known as “"The Stockade”, near
the present town of Tryon. Ezel Couch recalls that as a child he heard
much of the hard lot of these men, their suffering and the death of
many before they were eventually removed to their former prison at
Raleigh.

The railroad, when in operation, provided other means of trans-
portation, so the stagecoach gradually ceased to travel the old State
Road; stock once driven over the long, hard trip down country, was
now shipped by freight. Accommodation for such travelers had
created a need for over night stopping places, and a flourishing busi-
ness had continued for years.

Ben F. Posey, who had married Julia, a daughter of Col. John and
Miss Serepta Davis, lived for years at the famous old Basin Spring,
with its widely known stoup basin built there by the wife and sister
of Joel Roberts Poinsett, as a tribute to his many contributions to
development of his State and country. As conditions changed, and
there were fewer guests seeking overnight lodging, the Poseys moved
to Hendersonville, taking with them more than one member of the
Kingdom who had been servants on their place.

There was still passing over the State Road — many of the
mountain people continued to make their annual trips to transport
their produce by wagon. Two members of the Happy Land colony,
Perry Williams and his wife, after the Poseys left, moved to a place
two miles south of Basin Spring. There on property owned by Laur-
ence Potts, they established a business of providing meals and lodging
for men ‘wagoning’ down country. The Negroes served only white
people, and a reputation for cleanliness, good and well prepared food
and other comforts made this, for years an outstanding overnight
camping place.
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" Another couple, Alvin and his wife moved to Hendersonville
about the time Ben Posey came, perhaps as part of his household, and
lived at a place just south of the town which they owned for years.
Nothing is known of the Normans, Griffins and many others.

The statement of Ezel Couch and his sister Mary that each head of
a family had paid money into the common treasury, controlled by the
King, for the purchase of a home in the Happy Land is in some meas-
ure borne out by records of Henderson County.

Robert Montgomery and his sister-in-law, Louella Montgomery,
according to a deed recorded in Book 15, page 37 of Henderson County
records, took title in 1882, for a tract of land lying in both Henderson
County and Greenville County, S. C,, from John H. Goodwin, whose
wife, Sarah, was a daughter of Col. John and Serepta Merritt Davis.
It seems conclusive that this deed covered the land where the King-
dom of the Happy Land was located.

Robert Montgomery, (with no mention of Louella or her joint
ownership) executed a mortgage to Levi Jones in 1886. This instru-
ment, recorded in Book 21, at page 525 of Henderson County records,
does not bear any notation that it was ever satisfied and cancelled.

Elmira Montgomery, (whose death certificate signed in 1943,
says she was born in Cross Anchor, S. C,, and died at the age of 95)
made a deed o Louella Montgomery in 1887, which is recorded in
Book 22, at page 306 of Henderson County Records. By this Elmira,
for the sum of $25, conveyed to Louella a part of the land which
Robert Montgomery had gotten from John H. Goodwin, though
there is no mention of how she acquired any interest in same.

Ezel remembers being present at the time when Robert Mont-
gomery died, after a long illness, but he does not recall the exact date.
However a proceeding was brought in the Courts of Henderson County
in 1889, wherein R. I. Barnwell, Administrator of Robert Montgomery,
sought authority to sell certain property of the deceased to provide
funds with which to pay debts in the amount of $500. In this it is
set forth that the lands of Robert Montgemery were worth $2 per
acre; that the deceased left surviving him four children:

Robert S. Montgomery, Jr., age 15
Cornelia Montgomery, age 17
Julia Ann Montgomery, age 19,
all residents of Spartanburg, S. C., and
Elmira Montgomery of Henderson County.
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