


























When the Couch children had reached the pro�er age, they and 
others from the Happy Land attendt-d a school sorn� distance from 
their home, at a pl:ice called Possum Hollow, taua1ht by a Negro 
preacher, Rev. Walter Allen. 

This teacher, whose home was on the Allen brar1ch, at Ebenezer, 
near Hendersonville, had been born in sla,eC}', and ·was owned by a 
man named Maxwell. He was sold to John Allen1 and his family 
name changed, only two \\C-cks before the Emancipation Proclamation 
was issued. This ex-slave in later life preached and taught at many 
places in Henderson County, where e, idcnces of his work are to be 
found today. 

It has been said that the first en:erprise establi!ihed by any pio­
neering group coming to a new frontier was a grist mill, for the 
grinding of meal and grits. I. John Da\ is, froto records of his 
time, had followed this course even "hen he was Ji11ing on other of 
his lands at Flat Rock. \'qhen he sold his home pla( there to Jcdge 
Mitchell King in 1830, there is evidence chat he had a mill in opera­
tion on the land. No one today rem,mbers the site vhcre he ser up a 
new mill at Oakland, but Ezel Couch tells of the many trips he and 
his brother Anderson, as well as others from the King fom, made across 
the hills t0 carry their grain there to be ground. 

Farms tilled by people of rhe Happy Land produ<�cd an abundance 
and to spare. Each year, in the later period, loaded vagons were sent 
back to South Carolina, where dried fruit, meat, lard a,nd ocher produce 
was sold, and a few necessary commodities brought on the return 
trips. Any surplus money realized from sales by th wagoners, after 
their scant purchases were made, "as paid o,er ro •he King and de­
posited in the common treasury. 

Ezel and Mary Couch have a positive recollection th"t th�ir 
father. Gt-orgc uch, s:iid when he crur.c from Unlon to the Happy 
I.and, he had paid money to the then mnnagers or governors, with 
the understanding that he was co hine a deed for land in the Kingdom. 
However, a search of the records does not indica�: that he or any 
other of the members ever had tide for anything tl:el'e, though Elmira 
Montgomery did convey to Louella Montgomery for a concideration 
of $25 'her interest in the land Robert .Montgomery had bought from 
John H. Goodwin.' 

A few years after the group It'd by Robert Moj'ltgomeC}' came, ,1 

new development in Western 'or:h Carolina mareria!ize<l. "hich in 
time was to greatly affect the Kin dom of the Happy Land. 
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Complc.:cion of the r.1ilroad from Spartanburg co Hendersonville, 
and a few yc,,rs later on co Ashc\'ille ,, as a project which had been 
hored for since bcforL 1836. It was while C. G. Memminger, a sum­
mc.:r resident of flac Rock, who had been the first Secretary of the 
Treasury of the Confoderacr, was its president, chat the railroad line, 
passing near the King<lor�. \Yas finally completed and put into opera­
tion in 1878. The president of whar lacer became the Southern Rail­
road wrote chat chis line was che first which ever crossed the Appa­
lachian range from che Souch. a feat accomplished only by emplO>· 
ment of extraordinary mecho<ls. \When funds were low, the road had 
co be rerouted and che line. shortened· che great problem of labor co 
build it was met, in pare, by State convicts being brought from Raleigh 
and stationed in what was commonly known as "The Stockade", near 
the pn.:scnc cown of Tryon. fad Couch recalls chat as a child he heard 
much of the hard loc of these men, their suffering and the death of 
many before they were e,·enrually removed to their former prison at 
Raleigh. 

The railroad, when in operation, provided ocher means of trans­
portation, so the sta.;tecoach gradually ceased co travel the old Seate 
Road; stock once driven over the long, hard trip down country, was 
now shipped b}' freight. Accommodadon for such travelers had 
created a nc.,cd for O\'er night stopping places, and a flourishing busi­
ness had continued for years. 

Ben F. Posc:y, who had married Julia, a daughter of Col. John ::ind 
Miss Serepta Davis. lived for years at the famous old Basin Spring, 
with its widely known stoup b:1sin built there by the wife ::ind sister 
of Joel Robercs Poinsett, ::is a tribute co his many contributions co 
development of his Sc:1te and country. As conditions changed, and 
there were fewer guests sc.--eking overnight lodging, the Poseys moved 
co Hendersonville, taking with chem more than one member of the 
Kingdom who had been servants on their pl::ice. 

There was still passing over the Scace Road - many of the 
mountain people continued co make their annual trips co transport 
their produce by wagon Two members of the Happy land colony, 
Perry Williams and his wife, afrer che Poseys lefc, moved to a place 
two miles south of Basin Soring. There on property owned by Laur­
ence Pores, they established a business of providing meals and lodging 
for men 'wagoning' down country. The Negroes served only white 
people, and a reputation for cleanliness, good and well prepared food 
and ocher comforts made this, for years an outstanding overnight 
camping place. 
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